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[y brenking dosn the hundreds of conssderugions surrowmnd-
It ivdivldual’s cholce into menswrable quantities (what eco-
nmifcsis call "attributes™), McFadden’s model can fgure out hovw
many people would consider certain attribites inpertant and
how many would conslder then less important, MoFadsden's
imirvation was 0 nesking this information numencally measur-
able, and therefore accessible. Caolledgues say it would e ingpossi-
b.l!tuml:ll‘u.uhcl]'lrh‘npm:l stk bias hael.

The first barge-scabe teat of MeFadden's new theories come in
the 19708, when plans for BART were being laid oul. Mcbidden
suirveyed Bay Arca residents ahout commuting. Then, using his
thevries of discrete response, he pave specific estimates of how
muny riders the systerm would have and ow the sviilability of
BART would affect where people lived, The beauty of the BAR
arviey is thal b was alde (o compare hin predictsons with what
actully happened, and the resilis weee gritifving. “His predic:
tins were & quaniuim leap betber than the BART people's predic-
s, suys-adjunct profesor Kenneth Train, 8.4, 75, Fho, 77,
who worked with MoFadden as o graduate siudait an the progect.
Thee waark became & presiobype for transpartissn stidies doie
acrosa Lhe country.

1 vkl fust b by 0§ BART found my suggestions helplul,”
Mo Padden mys, 180 typical of hdm to wisler play lils work and
impact. Taking even a corner of the limelight seems to be againg
his characier; frmer studenis still talk about e M cFadden
kst that all co-aiihasrs aiy any paper be Hsted alphabeticilly,
instead of putting his own name first, He now maintains thar his
Mobed Pride is misre a recognibion of coonometrics than of his owm
wirk. 10 a pheisiore to see lils area ol comiomiies recognized, and
the peoge | work with are all excitid it will pet some visibiling”

Ewni ||'jn|.1 doint rmde HART and hove never heard of thie man,
Ml Balslen's work probably isuches your [fe ey day. His mestbiosds
belp wtilivies figare out whisl sort of service o offer, amd whar o
charge. State transportation agencies across the country wse his the-
ordes o decide on ihe bcation of freewarys, Companies employ his
wirk fo choose nis prosducis—anid how o marken teem, Market-
iinng firrms ncross thie country owe their entine Bvelibioosds bo hiswork

McFadden shared the Mobel Priee with University of Chicagn
Profeasor fames Heckman, whso was bomoned for his theory and
miethads for apalyeing selective mmples—theories that have been
uisszd 1o analyre the labor patterns of mieried somei, G example
Thie v professorare friends bt have never collaborated,

hbcFudden savs nows ol the prize came as 0 complete shock.
Wit the call camie a1 2-30 .m0 on October 11, his wibe Beverlee

Simbsili MePaibden answered. There are very few reasans why peo-
ple with Swedish sccents call in the misldie of the might, and she
was jumping up and dovwn on the hed hefore McFadden gt om thi
phone, When he did. his Girst thoughi, thinking aboot the nex
iy, wias, | shoild ave deaned my office”

DAL MCFADDEN WAS BORN 1N 1937 1N RALEIGH,
Murth Caroling, on a farm where he learned 1o Jove hooks amd
psrchology, Then, e an undergradaate at the University of Min-
pem0di, e mooved Into physics and fandshed o bachckor of seience
in 1957, Bt peychology amd economics cantinued fo call, and Fve
years luter he completed a PhoD, in behavioral science, with an
entphasas in economics, Afler avear as o Mellon posidoctaral fel-
b it thie Llindversity of Prtshargh, be sccepted an asssstant eoo-
nopkics professonship o Berkeley i 1963, He carmed tenare in
three vears,
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Bt MecFadden lefi the Berkeley cormpusin 1979 to maove 1o
MIT. His departiine was & wake-up call for the sconomics depart-
ety the quality and focas of which had declined, sovs depart-
meent chair Muurice Obstichd. *Duan had joined the department
whien it was strongest, and ot sl all the peajle here, he was the
vt Boyal,” says Obstield. “People ksew of his devotion to Berke-
ey, and when he left. people realized something must be done”

MeFadden never sold his Berkeley home, andd in 19590 he
regurmed 10 the dl’.‘pﬂl‘l‘.l‘ll.ml- with ose condition! that the cim-
priis Tudiad @ simial | computational laboratory that woold secve all
the grodoate sudents and fewlvy in the economics departmient.
“This competer Lals has made i workd of dilference 1o the depart -
ekt i Bermis of Escilty recraitment amd rotention, recrintment of
pradusie studenis, and the mumber and gualivy of eopdrical disser-
tationg,” says Grace Katagri, whe now manages et lab and who
bas worked with MclFadden since he cime to Berkeley in the "6is.
Thee requesst for a shared lab i typical of him, she says. “He i proba-
aly thee met selfless professor | know—his genensity and concern
fowr stwiclents sl collenpues alike b sometbding vou don't often see”

Ml Fadden amd his
wiifie pllan 1o take thelr
thiree children and two
grandchildren to Sweden
for the Decemiber Hih
CETEIMEMTY. There, kel
alsis b coalbocing bids bhali
ol the 15,0000 i prize
mwiney, Mobadden sas
b willl prostsabily roll the
misney i reseanch,
“Hight now | deva bod af
research that Tpay for
wilh my ovwen salary.” he
siys, s apecalative, and
I o't Tewel righs asking
others to pay for ft°

Uit ol those currend
profects is a long-ferm
stuchy an glderdy people’s
fimamces, Thee stucy
ranges over a mumber of
issniesd whither senbors will respond 1o intemet surveys, if they
nevl reverse anmiaity mortgaees, il I:hq.- SAYE i-'-l'l-l!l-lﬁh o et them-
selves through the golden years, ind if they s pend the moncy sen-
gibly omee they et there, [inyone over 4 can participate bn
M Faleben's current stundy by Glling out s 30-minuie survey at
bty el berkidey.edwiviabips,)

It winmdng the Berkeley canvpus’s | 7th Sobed Prize, Danicl
M Fadden has won the ultimate academic honor. Teseill feels
strange b him “1'm the sort of persan who, if 'm mnning a race,
I Hike: b sl doowen 5o 1 finish og exoctly the same time as the next
prersian, b saya, "1 dion't ke boowin contests, Of course the Mobel
isa great treat. Bt peramally it's a little odd for someone who's
huigigreesi juast working on research projects to be thrust up fromi. |
hape its temporary,”

Mibplinpln Bappwaye- Thchelmar, MT 95, o i tews writer gt KTVL Foy
CFraararngd 2 ira Chalfvpiral,
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